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	State of Georgia

Geographic Information System (GIS) 

Coordinating Committee
Sustainable geospatial governance, investments, policies, and data-driven decisions



Meeting Minutes
April 15th, 2009
· Call to Order – 1:33pm

· Introductions

· Presentation – Chris Semerjian, Director GCSAL

· Chris directs and administers institute for environmental and spatial analysis which is focused on applied GIS and acts as a central resource across campus.
· As an institute, they are partners with North GA College, UGA, and GA Tech.  Additionally, they received 4 National Science Foundation grants.
· Gainesville College offers a GIS Certificate program and 4 yr BS degree with custom tracks.
· The Geotech Center started with a strategic meeting in 2006 in which a need for geospatial curriculum for 2-yr institutions was identified.  An NSF ATE Planning Grant for Envisioning a National Geospatial Technology Center was received and in 2008 a National Center grant awarded - $5 million for 4 yrs. (2 more rounds of funding expected).  There are 32 centers across country and Gainesville College is the SE representative.  They partner with multiple groups across the country.

· The grant states that the center must be running on their own within 10 years and train people to create a domestic geospatial workforce.
· The goals of the program are to create best management practice curriculum materials in order to train people and create teachers of geospatial technologies, provide a unified national strategy for a national curriculum, and identify funding for educators within 2 yr. technical colleges.
· The deliverables of the program include:
· Occupational analysis

· Create training materials

· Produce teachers 

· Create new academic partner agreements

· Create Industry/government partners.  This can be as simple as creating intern positions or having guest lecturers to come into classrooms (e.g. fire department routing, crime mapping, etc.)
· The DACUM documents the development of a curriculum which is synthesized with other regions and facilitated the creation of the geospatial body of knowledge.  The results defined core responsibilities of the profession which were validated by GA URISA.  It identifies enabling technologies, intro courses, and higher level courses.  It creates rubrics to assess basic IT user skills.  Currently teacher workshops are being offered to facilitate seamless geospatial education from k-12 to a master’s degree.
· Interested parties can become a GeoTech Partner by contacting Chris Semerjian.  Most partnerships are with federal or local agencies, but not with state agencies.  Currently they have so many people requesting interns that they haven’t solicited support from state agencies, but they are growing 20-25% annually.

· There must be a mutual benefit between both parties and more information is on: http://gsc.edu/iesa/gis
· They found setting GIS up as a service center (across academic departments) was more effective in its establishment.
· They are 185 students in GIS programs, there is a geography geosciences committee within the BOR, UGA teaches GIS as a core elective, GA Tech has MS in GIS and a 1 year program.

· The challenge is how do you compare courses/transfer credits across institutions when there are no cross-university standards?

· Are there follow-ups on where students wind up?  They are currently tracking down all students to record where they are today.  Most are in the field in the SE.  the initial job placement rate is 90%.

· Approval of Minutes – Approved with corrections

· Current Business

· DNR has new commissioner Chris Clark, who is supportive of GIS.  A recommendation was made to have a series of meetings within DNR to lead up to an state of GIS in Georgia briefing.  The first series of meeting would be held by DNR staff internally first to potentially include a meeting of DNR user’s group and senior staff.  A decision would be made by DNR to request other state agency GIS leaders to provide a one-hour briefing on state of GIS issues for Chris Clark.   An agenda will be drafted to facilitate potential state agency briefings as new agency heads are appointed.
· Officer Reports

· Elaine Hallisey, Chair - DHR is splitting from public health to be a part of community health.  The division will have a direct line to the governor and policy advisor board.  Currently DHR has no GIS capabilities so there opportunities are expected for the future.
· Committee Reports

· Data Frameworks

· Eric McRae and Keith McFadden are at the NHD/WBD conference in Denver.  A sub-committee meeting was held 2 weeks ago to discuss elevation projects and stimulus funding.  Nothing was decided, but some items would be followed up on depending on state/local interest.  No decision has been received from USGS on how these funds will be allocated.
· Mary Howard, Columbia County provided a presentation on standardizing street name suffixes.  There are a few places in the URISA standard where local items can be incorporated.  Local additions allow for ambiguity within the standard.  A draft standard list was provided to assist address matching, 911, etc.  4 or less characters are required for commercial/vendor based addressing systems that local governments are using.  There are certain street types not in the USPS publication 28 within Georgia.  Without street type, it creates invalid records if we follow the postal standards.  This is also important for regional crime data mapping.   Some RDC’s have great GIS groups, but the practice is inconsistent across all RDC’s.  Is it possible to get a Georgia standard?  Through LUCA, a standard was adopted as a guidance document for local communities.  No street type list standard found except for Australia.  During LUCA, there were mismatches between GIS and IT addresses across the counties in reviewing address lists.  This is a need because it can be an issue.   Can the LUCA standard be found/updated?  There is no longer an addressing TWG, but it could be re-established.  Even with a standard, how could they be enforced?  The Data Framework committee will meet to discuss.  The recommendation would need to be reviewed with RDC’s, tax assessors, 911, etc.
· Current Business

· Has the Strategic Plan been published?

· 10 m DEM – Has anyone been able to find the statewide file for downloading? 

· Announcements - None

· Adjournment – 3:09 pm
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