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GIS Coordinating Committee 
January 23, 2008 

Coastal Georgia RDC, Brunswick 
 
 
 
In Attendance: 
 
Danielle Ayan Georgia Tech Center for GIS Danielle.ayan@coa.gatech.edu 

Sonny Emmert DNR-CRD sonnyemmert@dnr.state.ga.us 

Eric McRae UGA CVIOG ITOS mcrae@itos.uga.edu 

Geoff Garland UGA CVIOG ITOS ggarland@itos.uga.edu 

David Holcomb UGA CVIOG ITOS dholcomb@itos.uga.edu 

Clark Alexander Skidaway Institute of Technology Clark.alexander@skio.usg.edu 

Chris Chalmers Coastal Georgia RDC ccchalmers@coastalgeorgia.org 

Edith Link City of Kingsland elink@kingslandgeorgia.com 

Paul Speich City of Kingsland pspeich@kingslandgeorgia.com 

Jason Lee SAGIS jlee@thempc.org 

John Catron Glynn County jcatron@glynncounty-ga.org 

Hunter Key Glynn County hkey@glynncounty-ga.org 

Jeff Simmons PhotoScience jsimmons@photoscience.com 

Joe Stark Sanborn jstark@sanborn.com 

Ronald E. Sadowski CGRDC rsadowski@coastalgeorgia.org 

Keith McFadden USGS keithmc@usgs.gov 

Jacob Thompson GADNR-Nongame Jacob.thompson@dnr.state.ga.us 

Eamonn Leonard GADNR-Nongame Eamonn.Leonard@dnr.state.ga.us 

Emerson Chew Glynn County echew@glynncounty-ga.gov 

Constance Buford Georgia Forestry Commission cbuford@grc.state.ga.us 

Kresha Aycock Effingham County kjones@effinghamcounty.org 

Steve Liotta Effingham County sliotta@effinghamcounty.org 

Elizabeth Cheney DNR-CRD Elizabeth_cheney@dnr.state.ga.us 

Sara Gottlieb The Nature Conservancy sgottlieb@tnc.org 

Dennis Hall NOAA-CSC Dennis.hall@noaa.gov 

Keil Schmid NOAA-CSC Keil.Schmid@noaa.gov 

Doug Miles Brantley County BCTA@BTConline.net 

Robin Hoban Fugro Earthdata, Inc. rhoban@earthdata.com 

 
I. Presentations: 

A.  Andrew Brenner, GM Sanborn Solutions:  “Automated Land Cover and Land 
Use Products and Applications” (see PowerPoint on GISCC website) 

B. Joe Stark, Sanborn Regional Sales Manager:  “LIDAR” 
C. http://www.sanborn.com 

 
II. GIS in Georgia Update 

A.  GTA’s organizational structure changing.  GIS not enough of a priority to be 
mentioned in IT component of Georgia’s Strategic Plan. 

B. Alternative:  submit statements from state agencies discussing need for GIS 
Office of Planning and Budget 
 

III.  Brainstorm 
A.  Needs: 
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a. oversight committee with representation in higher levels of government 
b. Agency ELA 
c. Geographic Information Officer 

B.  Suggestion:  begin the discussion re: GIS started from the start at OPB 
a. Example from Nebraska.  Incredibly difficult to obtain cabinet level GIO.  

Rather, each agency appointed a GIS decision maker who reported to a 
Coordinator.  The Coordinator took GIS related issues directly to 
Governor.   

b. Statement:  Georgia does not have strong agency coordination for GIS 
c. Nebraska demonstrated that significant data duplication was occurring 
d. BLLIP project has demonstrated necessity of eliminating duplication of 

effort 
e. 5 to 10 agencies needed to form a recognized GIS Community of Interest 

C.  Summary statement:   
a. The State of Georgia does not have strong agency coordination for GIS 

activities.   
i. Ability to leverage federal dollars.  Ex:  current coastal LIDAR 

cost share project 
ii. Minimizing duplication of effort.  Ex:  software license purchasing 

            GIS is a technology that cross-cuts every agency, comparable to IT  
            and administrative services.  

  
 
   
/GG 
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