Business Case for Publishing Data to the Georgia GIS Clearinghouse –

Why it benefits the data contributor and the Georgia constituency

Hello. I would request that you publish your spatial data and/or metadata (for free or for-fee) to the Georgia GIS Clearinghouse, for the following reasons:

· Reduce staff time required to fulfill data requests, allowing staff to focus on more challenging aspects of their jobs and to better service the requestors (through the Clearinghouse, data is distributed immediately over the Internet when requested)

· Alleviate hard costs related to data prep, shipping, media, staff time, etc.

· Reach a broader market (currently over 12,500 registered Clearinghouse users and an average of 355 new users/month, based on 2006 statistics)

· Benefit users by providing immediate data download through the Clearinghouse versus potential rush fees and longer turn-around from the source

· Contribute to the state GIS Clearinghouse inventory, making it a more comprehensive and valuable resource (i.e., when a Clearinghouse user performs a category query, such as "orthophotography" for example, he/she would only see the currently published '93 and/or '99 datasets as results for most Georgia counties. However, many counties have newer imagery which the user would never know existed otherwise, unless he/she is saavy enough to contact 159 counties or 14 Regional Development Centers directly, in which case additional staff are required to take time to field a call/visit and/or fulfill a request that could have been handled electronically/automatically during the initial Clearinghouse query).

· Optimize your agency’s Internet visibility through data/metadata published on the Clearinghouse. The Clearinghouse has high Internet traffic with a Google ranking of 6 out of 10 (very good!)

The Georgia GIS Clearinghouse is funded annually through the Georgia Technology Authority to serve the purpose of brokering geospatial information through a central web interface (http://gis1.state.ga.us). For anyone interested in our publishing their GIS data (vector, raster, tabular), we offer a Data Sharing Agreement, and we issue routine reports to keep contributors abreast of their data statistics. If you prefer to offer your dataset(s) for a fee versus free, the Clearinghouse will surcharge your pricing by 20% (absorbed by purchaser) to cover administrative costs. Either way, the Clearinghouse makes no profit from publishing geofiles for Georgia constituents (public, private, academia, etc.).

Thanks for spreading the word and helping yourself and other folks contribute to our state’s data holdings – to the benefit of all.

Have a good day.
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