Memorandum of Agreement for 
Georgia GIS Data Sharing

January 2007
Between the [Organization] hereafter known as Organization, and the Georgia GIS Data Clearinghouse, hereafter known as Clearinghouse;

relative to the sharing of Geographic Information System (GIS) data, reduction of data duplication, minimization of GIS development costs, and promotion of joint development efforts and GIS standardization within State of Georgia governmental agencies.

The following items are hereby agreed:

A. Provision of data by the Organization to the Clearinghouse 

1. The Organization will supply the Clearinghouse with copies of the data described in Attachment 1, according to the delivery and maintenance schedules specified in Attachment 1, in the formats stated in Attachment 1, by the means noted in Attachment 1. 

2. The Clearinghouse will process the supplied data into the standard Clearinghouse GIS and database formats. (This processed data will be hereafter referred to as Disseminated Data.). As stipulated in Attachment 3, the Clearinghouse will separate any Disseminated Data designated by the Organization as having confidentiality restrictions.  . 

3. The Organization will provide the Clearinghouse with documentation for Disseminated Data fully covering all descriptive items listed in Attachment 4. 

4. The Clearinghouse will compile this documentation into the standard Clearinghouse data documentation format (hereafter known as Documentation). A copy of the Documentation will be given to the Organization. 

5. The Organization will check the Documentation for any errors, omissions, or misinterpretations.  These will be reported to the Clearinghouse electronically.  

6. The Clearinghouse will provide electronic access to or physical copies of Disseminated Data and Documentation to the organizations, agencies, and departments listed in Attachment 5, hereafter known as Users. 

7. When possible, the Clearinghouse will answer all User inquiries concerning Disseminated Data and/or Documentation. If an inquiry cannot be answered, the Clearinghouse will contact the Organization, who will answer the inquiry to the best of its ability.  The Clearinghouse will then convey the Organization's answer to the User. 

8. If the Organization chooses to make data available to Users at no charge, the Clearinghouse will distribute Disseminated Data electronically for free. If a User requests free Disseminated Data on hard-media format (such as CD-Rom), the Clearinghouse reserves the right to charge for cost-recovery of the manual labor and materials. If the Organization charges a fee for their data, the Clearinghouse will provide the Organization with reports of all Disseminated Data and full payments for data purchases per the routine payment schedule identified in Attachment 2. The Clearinghouse will surcharge the total data purchase income by 20% to cover e-commerce management according to the maintenance schedule noted in Attachment 1. 

B. Miscellaneous 

1. The Clearinghouse may not alter, repackage and/or sell Disseminated Data or incorporate Disseminated Data into any other data set without the written consent of the Organization.  Further, access to Disseminated Data may not be given to any individual, firm, organization, or agency not designated as Users in Attachment 5. 

2. The Organization may provide, copy, sell, or distribute the Disseminated Data to whomever and in whatever manner it wishes. 

3. The duration of this agreement will be one year.  The agreement will be  automatically renewed annually unless specifically terminated in writing by the Clearinghouse or the Organization. 

4. This agreement may be terminated by either the Clearinghouse or Organization after a 60-day written notification to the other party. If the agreement is terminated, the Clearinghouse will return all Disseminated Data to the Organization and, unless authorized in writing to do otherwise, will discontinue providing access to the data. 

5. Because of the large size and complexity of GIS databases, it is impossible for the Clearinghouse, the Organization, or the Data Suppliers to certify the completeness, accuracy, or currentness of Disseminated or Clearinghouse Data. Disseminated Data is supplied to the Clearinghouse "as is".  Likewise, Clearinghouse Data is supplied to the Organization "as is”. Under no circumstances will the Organization be liable for any lost funds or revenue, or any other damages which may be incurred from the use of Disseminated Data by the Clearinghouse or Users. Under no circumstances will the Clearinghouse or Data Suppliers be liable for any lost funds or revenue, or any other damages which may by incurred from the use of Clearinghouse Data by the Organization.
6. The Clearinghouse will not be liable for enforcing any use restrictions placed by the Organization onto Users of the data, identified through metadata or otherwise. 

ATTACHMENT 1 - Organization supplied data, schedule, formats, and supply means

The following data sets will be provided to the Clearinghouse for Dissemination: 

	Data Set
	Description
	Product Price

	
	
	$ 0

	
	
	$ 0


Vector and raster data will be provided in georeferenced electronic formats and transmitted via CD, DVD, or FTP. Typical formats include, but are not limited to, Environmental Systems Research Institute's (ESRI) Arc/Info export format (.e00), Shapefile format (.shp), geodatabase format (.mdb), AutoCAD files (.dgn, .dwg), GeoTIFF files, and MrSID files.    

The maintenance schedule will be no less frequent than on an annual basis. At least 1 (one) revised, new, complete copy of the GIS database will be provided by the Organization to the Clearinghouse annually. 

ATTACHMENT 2 – Clearinghouse Disseminated Data statistical reports and payment schedule to Organization 

The Clearinghouse maintains a data library database of all Disseminated Data, User downloads/requests, data transmittal dates, and fees (if applicable). The database will be filtered for each Organization’s statistics and provided electronically to each Organization on an annual basis. Accompanying statistical report distribution will be full payment via check for covering all for-fee datasets purchased by the Users through the Clearinghouse, if applicable.
ATTACHMENT 3 - Organization supplied data with confidentiality restrictions, and methods of protection, aggregation and/or generalization

In general, Disseminated Data has no confidentiality restrictions.  Any restrictions will be noted in a data set’s metadata.  Specific restrictions to individual data sets must be identified in the associated documentation (see Attachment 4).

ATTACHMENT 4 - Documentation items to be supplied by Organization

The Disseminated Data shall be proved with full documentation, e.g., digital Federal Geographic Data Committees (FGDC)- compliant metadata. The content of this metadata will comply with the June 8, 1994 FGDC publication, "Content Standards for Digital Geospatial Metadata”. The State of Georgia GIS Advisory Committee (GISAC) adopted the "Geographic Information Systems: Guidelines and Standards in the State of Georgia,” which includes the FGDC metadata content standard on November 19, 1996. The Clearinghouse will provide assistance to the Organization in preparing or formatting the required metadata, if necessary. 

Any additional documentation or description of the Disseminated Data will shall be provided to the Clearinghouse in digital form. All documentation will accompany the Disseminated Data when distributed.

ATTACHMENT 5 - Authorized Users of Disseminated Data

This data is public domain and is available for distribution to the general public. No restrictions apply to authorized users of Disseminated Data.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, said parties have hereunto set their hand and affixed their seals the day and year above first written.

	Organization
	
	Georgia GIS Clearinghouse

	Agreed:
	
	Agreed:

	
	
	

	Signature
	
	Signature

	
	
	

	Date
	
	Date


